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CHAPTER 424 
Authority of Fire Departments 

 
424.01 Traffic control. 424.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES 
 Emergency Services and Disaster Law - see Code of Va. 

''44-146.13 to 44-146.28 
 Fire Marshal - see ADM. Ch. 250 
 Fire prevention - see F.P. Ch. 1604 et seq. 

                                                                                                                                                             
 

424.01 TRAFFIC CONTROL. 
 (a) While any fire department or fire company in the County, under the provisions of
Chapter 2 of Title 27 of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended, is in the process of answering an
alarm of fire or extinguishing a fire and returning to a station, the chief or other officer in charge of
such fire department or company at that time shall have the authority to: maintain order at the fire
or its vicinity; direct the actions of the firemen at the fire; keep bystanders or other persons at a safe
distance from the fire and fire equipment; facilitate the speedy movement and operation of
fire-fighting equipment and firemen until the arrival of a law enforcement officer; direct and control
traffic in person or by deputy; and facilitate the movement of traffic. The fire chief or other officer
in charge shall display his fireman's badge or other proper means of identification. Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, this authority shall extend to the activation of traffic control signals
designed to facilitate the safe egress and ingress of fire-fighting equipment at a fire station. 
 

(b) No person shall refuse to obey the orders of the fire chief or any of his deputies or any
other law enforcement officer in charge at that time. 
 

424.99 PENALTY. 
 (EDITOR'S NOTE: See Section 428.99 for general Traffic Code penalty if no specific penalty
is provided.) 
 
 


